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REVIEWS 


who writes with vivacity and attention, compelling interest. Medi¬ 
cine is but a trifle behind with Willson on the “ Diagnosis of Incipient 
Thoracic Tuberculosis,” “A Clinic” by Cohen, Roger on “Galloping 
Typhoid Fever,” Williamson on the “Plague,” and Benedict on 
“Seasickness.” The last discusses at length its pathogeny and is 
helpful even if not optimistic. 

Surgery is well represented with seven papers of varying interest, 
of which the most important is that by Tenier on “ Scopolamine as 
a General Anaesthetic in Surgery.” This will go far toward settling 
a much discussed question. 

The remaining sections offer much material for reflection by 
gynecologists, ophthalmologists, rhinologists, physiologists, and 
pathologists. The most suggestive is by Wiesel on the “Anatomy, 
Physiology, and Pathology of the Chromalbin System, with Special 
reference to Addison’s Disease and Status Thymicus.” 

Within the limits of a review it is impossible to call attention to 
the many excellent features of this particular volume. It is, how¬ 
ever, but fair to the editor to state that this will be prominent even 
in company with its excellent predecessors. R. W. W. 


The Medical Epitome Series. Practice of Medicine. By 
Hughes Dayton, M.D., Principal to the Class in Medicine, 
New York Hospital Out-patient Department; Clinical Assistant 
in Medicine, Vanderbilt Clinic, College of Physicians and Sur¬ 
geons, Columbia University. Series edited by Victor Cox 
Pedersen, A.M., M.D., Instructor in Surgery and Anaesthetist 
and Instructor in Anaesthesia at the New York Polyclinic Medical 
School and Hospital; Genitourinary Surgeon to the Out-patient 
Departments of the New York and Hudson Street Hospitals; 
Anaesthetist to the Roosevelt Hospital. New York and Philadel¬ 
phia: Lea Brothers & Co. 

In this manual, written especially for students and general prac¬ 
titioners, the author has succeeded in giving the text in a clear and 
concise manner, although avoiding any great curtailment of the 
most important subjects, such as typhoid fever, tuberculosis, and 
pneumonia. 

Throughout the entire book the promise of the title-page has 
been fulfilled, and brevity has been combined with comprehen¬ 
siveness. 

In the early pages, before the separate diseases are considered, 
immunity is discussed. The manner of disinfecting a sick-room 
and the precautions that should be taken in the management of 
infectious diseases are also clearly presented. 
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About one-third of the book is devoted to the group of infectious 
diseases; nearly the same amount to the consideration of diseases 
of the respiratory system, the digestive tract, and the circulatory 
system. The remaining third of the book considers the constitu¬ 
tional diseases, the diseases of the kidneys, of the blood and duct¬ 
less glands, and the less important maladies. 

For ready reference this book should prove most valuable to 
students and men in general practice. R. B. S. 


A Manual of Gynecology. By D. Berry Hart, M.D., and A. 

H. Freeland Barbour, M.D. Sixth edition. Chicago: W. T. 

Keener & Co., 1905. 

The fact that this well-known work has reached its sixth edition 
makes any extended review superfluous, since no mediocre volume 
could thus survive. We believe, however, that there is one criticism 
which can be justly made, namely, that of prolixity, not in the sense 
of too great detail in describing present-day methods, but in the 
inclusion of much that is antiquated and therefore useless to the 
purpose of the book. However, the authors have seen fit to treat 
of the anatomy of the pelvis and have detailed to some extent the 
elementaryfactsof bacteriology, both, it is true, essential to the under¬ 
study of present-day gynecology, but, in our opinion, better left to 
works devoted to their consideration. We fail to understand the 
authors, still including a detailed description of the use of tents for 
cervical dilatation, and particularly their advice as to their use as 
abortives, if the practitioner has not sufficient assistance to enable 
him to use the metal dilators. Our experience is also at variance 
with that of the authors in that they advise delay in certain cases 
of rupture of extrauterine pregnancies in order that the patient 
may recover from the initial shock. We also would be unwilling 
to advise the removal of ovaries bound down with adhesions in 
Douglas’ cul-de-sac in the absence of pus. Certainly, conservative 
surgery is here admitted by most operators to have a well-estab¬ 
lished place. We do not wonder that the authors find that “sick¬ 
ness is often great” after abdominal operations if they follow routine 
by the directions laid down in their book with regard to the after- 
treatment of major operations. In a word, while the book is with¬ 
out question valuable, it could be greatly improved by judicious 
pruning, the space thus gained being utilized to compass greater 
descriptive detail in the treatment of many of the practical ques¬ 
tions presented. W. R. N. 



